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INDIAN MATCHBOX LABELS

Shahid Datawala

[Mobile book] Matchbook: Indian Match Box Labels
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From Tara Books: Matchbook: Indian Match Box Labels before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Matchbook: Indian Match Box Labels:

Matchbook isthefirst ever collection of Indian matchbox labels. Comprised of over 500 images, the book also unfolds
as a suggestive history of ephemera. Curious and visually stunning, the matchbox labels comein a staggering variety
of designs arranged thematically, Shahid Datawala's diverse collection subtly reflects ideas of language and cultural
exchange, as well as the place of labor in the Indian matchbook industry. A well-established brand quickly spawns
imitations and variations as small producers compete with the large in an anarchic marketplace. The accompanying
essay provides an insight into Indias complex match industry, calling attention to the material context aswell as the art
history that has produced the |abels.
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The Telegraph "Fascinating - bright, simple images that together give something of the flavour of Indiaitself" The
Statesman "[a] great collection of matchbox labels - atreat for collectors." About the AuthorShahid Datawalais a
designer, photographer and obsessive collector of al manner of curios, and iswell known in design circlesin India
and Europe. Shahid can often be spotted trawling the street markets of Indian cities where, among other things, he has
managed to accumulate thousands of matchbox labels. Currently he livesin Mumbai.



