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Julia Abramson : Learning From Lying: Paradoxes Of The Literary Mystification before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Learning From Lying: Paradoxes Of The Literary
Mystification:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Exploring the concept of mystification as a literary form which seeks
to enlighten through deceptionBy Midwest Book ReviewLEARNING FROM LY ING: PARADOXES OF THE
LITERARY MY STIFICATION will appeal to college-level students of language and literature, exploring the concept
of mystification as aliterary form which seeks to enlighten through deception. From mystification's creation during the
century of Enlightenment to its changing forms and distinctive style and use, chapters pair readings of works by major
mystification authors to explore how it works. College-level studentswill find this complex, detailed and packed with
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literary examples.Diane C. DonovanCalifornia Bookwatch

Writers who mystify operate through paradox. Since the eighteenth century, when the term was coined in French, the
cycle of temporarily taking in areader by means of a deceptive text, then deliberately uncovering the fake, has enacted
adramaof Enlightenment. Obfuscation reveals trickery, in an exercise that simultaneously embodies the ideal s of
Enlightenment and interrogates their limits. In "Learning from Lying," the lens of mystification reveals a singular
literary history. Analyses of works by Diderot, Merimee, and Hildesheimer follow out the cosmopolitan roots of the
genrein the "Republic of Letters' and show how it theorizes literature through practical experiment. For textual
imitation revealed lays bare the necessary collusion between reader and writer that allows literature to exist as such.
By clearly situating mystification on the continuum that ranges from fiction to forgery, "Learning from Lying"
provides atimely intervention in current debates about the study of fakes. This book isthoroughly illustrated. Julia
Abramson is Assistant Professor of French at the University of Oklahoma.
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